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What is landscape?

"Landscape" means an 

area, as perceived by 

people, whose character 

is the result of the action 

and interaction of natural 

and/or human factors

European Landscape Convention

European Landscape Convention

• International convention 
developed by the 
Council of Europe

• Opened for signature in 
Florence in 2000

• Entered into force in 2004 
when ratified by 10 Council 
of Europe Member States

38 states have ratified the 
European Landscape Convention

May 2015

Andorra
Armenia 
Azerbaijan 
Belgium 
Bosnia and 

Herzegovina 
Bulgaria 
Croatia 
Cyprus 
Czech Republic 
Denmark 
Finland 
France 
Georgia 

Greece 
Hungary 
Ireland 
Italy 
Latvia 
Lithuania 
Luxembourg 
Moldova 
Montenegro 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Poland 
Portugal 

Romania 
San Marino 
Serbia 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland
The former Yugoslav 

Republic of 
Macedonia 

Turkey 
Ukraine 
United Kingdom 

UK has ratified

• UK signed convention: 21 February 2006

• UK ratified convention: 21 November 2006 

• European Landscape Convention entered into 
force in the United Kingdom:
1 March 2007
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Talking About Our Place

• A web based toolkit 
• Engages communities in 

decisions about the future 
of their landscapes

• Guidance and resources
• Tools and techniques

Helping with community planning

• Flexible and adaptable
• Can help communities to:

• Learn about their place
• Promote or celebrate their 

place
• Comment on strategies
• Develop projects to improve 

their place

Aims to provide support

• Written in plain 
English 

• Summarises the 
technical information

• Links to resources
• Aims to be fully self-

led

Creative Commons How the toolkit is being used

• Inner Forth Landscape 
Initiative

• Carse of Gowrie Climate 
Change Project

• Living Lomonds
Landscape Partnership

• A New Vision for Lindow
Moss

• Resource to support 
Scottish Natural Heritage 
grants

www.snh.gov.uk/protecting-scotlands-nature/looking-after-landscapes/communities/talking-about-our-place
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Structure of the toolkit

• Section A – Step-by-step guide 
Includes 4 stages:
1. Planning your project
2. What is special about your place?
3. What are landscape benefits
4. Shaping the future

• Section B – Tools and techniques
• Section C – Topic Sheets
• Section D – Project forms

Section A – Step-by-Step Guide

Section B – Tools and Techniques

Section C – Topic Sheets
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Section D – Project Forms

Thanks

Thanks to Elli Carlisle 
from Scottish Natural Heritage

Jonathan Porter
Countryscape
Manchester

jonathan@countryscape.org
@jonlandscape
0161 236 3432


